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Cyrillic alphabet (Kupunnuua)

Origin

The Cyrillic alphabet is named after St. Cyril, a missionary from Byzantium. It was
invented sometime during the 10th century AD, possibly by St. Kliment of Ohrid, to
write the Old Church Slavonic language. The Cyrillic alphabet achieved its current form

in 1708 during the reign of Peter the Great. Four letters were eliminated from the
alphabet in @ 1917/18 reform.

The Cyrillic alphabet has been adapted to write over 50 different languages, mainly in
Russia, Central Asia and Eastern Europe. In many cases additional letters are used,
some of which are adaptations of standard Cyrillic letters, while others are taken from
the Greek or Latin alphabets.

Development of the Cyrillic alphabet

10th century version, as used to write Old Church Slavonic

Aa B B8 It Ay ©e dhx Ss 33/Zz Hh T

azil buky  wedé glagali  dobro esti Zivate dzélo  zemlja ize [

a b W q d B z dz z [ [
[a] (bl (vl (9l [d] [£] [3] [#=] [z] (el il
1 2 3 4 ] ] 7 10 8
ht Kk Aa Mm Hu O IIn Pp  Gc Tt OVey
gafdiersr  kako  ljidije myslite  nasi onil pokaji rici slowo  twrido  ukd
g k I 1yl h o 1 r 5 t u
[a] [kl [l [m] [n] (o] [p] [r] [=] [t]  [u]

20 a0 40 &0 70 g0 100 200 300 400
O O Xy Ww Iy Hu Y%Y~vy w b bIst/ bl
fritil fita HE otrl gta Ci Cery g4 jeru jery
f A 3 g £t C ch g 0 b
(rl  [tef] [x] [o]  [fR]  [ts] (4] [J] [~] [¥]
500 g BOO 200 400 40
b Tk B Aa XX I R 33 W Vv
jeri jati E! esll psi jes0 j=d ksi pEi izica
i & ja g ? j i ks ps !
[1] [jal [jal [%1 [3] [iE] [15] [ks1  [ps] [1¥]
400 B0 700 400

1708 version
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Aa b6 B I'r HOa Ee S5s HKxk 33 Hu

A3b By Bk M rmarone  gofipo BCTh zkno HMEETE 2BMIMA MHe
[az] ['huki] [wiedi] [ogln'goli] [da'bro] [jesti] [‘ziela] [zi'viotia] [zi'miia] [i.3a8]
1 2 3 4 g B 7 8
Oe li Vv )% 8% Kk Jin Mm Hu 33
aKHTA i i W Cb KpATKOW KaKo nwoaM  mMelcngTe HalWT KK
['fiiita] [i:] [i:] [i:5'kpatkaj] ['kaka] ['Hudi] [‘misliatl] [nal] [ ksl ]
4 10 20 a0 a0 an af
Oo IIm Pp Cc Tt Vy & Xx TV Dw
OHE NoKoH [<JH[N] Cnoea TEEpON YK thepTt *Epe McM amers
[an]  [patkoj]  [reed] ['slowa] [twierda]  [uk] [fiert] [GER] [psl]  [a'miegal
il an 100 200 300 400 ano B00 J00 a0o
Hu Yu MMm 5% I bes Bl » KD Ha
UgI UENEL 1TE: ATk L ept epkl efk H A
[=t]  [ferdi]  [J3] [jati] [Jua] [ier]  ['je.r1] [jeni] [ju:] [ja:]
800 1]
2N & AA | A =
WCE HOnkLL o HICE MANb I i0CE BOnbLW o e Ma”b'ﬁv
['jus balitfaj] [jus 'ma.lij] iOTMROBAHHEIA I0THROEAHHEIW
[jus bali'oj ['jus 'ma.lijf

it ma v an.nj ] ja i pavan.nI

The letters in blue had fallen out of use by the 1800 century. The letters in red were
eliminated in the 1918 reform.

1918 version

Aa B6 Bs I'r g Ee Eé& XKx 33 IWu In
=] GE) E3 ra a3 =] & *a3 23 K H EpaTrDe
[a] [be] [we] [ge] [de=]  [ie] [je] [32] [ze] [i0] [i'kratkaja]

Kk JIn MmMm HH Oo IIon Pp Cc¢c Tt Vy D P

Ka 3Nk <]t 3H o na ap <l T3 ¥ A

[ka]l [el] [em] [en] [o] [pe] [er] [e=s] [te] [u] [ef]
XX OHu Yy IMm IMm Bw bIer b 23 IOw A=

TEEPILIA MAT KA 3
XA Tk 43 LA L bl (] A
FHAK zHaKk  ofopaTHoe
[+a] [®=] [fE=] [Ta] [fra] [teioedaj [£ 7] ['miagkij  ['soabn. [ju:] [ja:]
‘znak] ‘znak] ‘'roinaja)

The names of the letters are in Russian.
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Languages written with the Cyrillic alphabet

Abaza, Abkhaz, Adyghe, Avar, Azeri, Belorussian, Bulgarian, Dungan, Kazak, Kyrghyz,
Komi, Macedonian, Moldovan, Mongolian, Old Church Slavonic, Russian, Ruthenian,
Serbian, Slovio, Tajik, Tatar, Turkmen, Ukrainian, Uzbek, Yakut

Links
Further information about the history of the Cyrillic alphabet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_alphabet

Free Cyrillic fonts
http://babel.uoregon.edu/yamada/fonts/russian.html
http://www.brama.com/compute/index.html
http://www.funet.fi/pub/culture/russian/comp/fonts/ttf
http://clover.slavic.pitt.edu/~aatseel/fonts/wincyrillic.html

Other alphabets

Armenian, Avestan, Bassa (Vah), Beitha Kukju, Coptic, Cyrillic, Elbsan, Etruscan, Fraser,
Georgian (Asomtavruli & Nuskha-khucuri), Georgian (Mkhedruli), Glagolitic, Gothic,
Greek, Hungarian Runes, International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), Irish, Korean, Latin,
Manchu, Mongolian, N'Ko, Old Church Slavonic, Ogham, Old Italic, Old Permic, Orkhon,
Pollard Miao, Runic, Santali, Somali, Sutton SignWriting, Tai Lue, Thaana
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